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                   Grade 2 Term 3 Overview 2017                           
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome back to the commencement of Term 3. We hope you all had a safe and fun filled break. Please find below an outline 
of the learning and teaching programs for Term 3. Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that all students are extended.

We are encouraging all students to bring a piece of fruit and a bottle of water to school daily. This will help in maintaining concentration and water levels in the body. Please ensure water bottles are labelled with your child’s name.
HOME READING/HOMEWORK
You can help your children understand the importance of nightly reading by encouraging continuous experiences with books, listening to them read every night, asking questions about the story and reminding them to put their reading pack back into their bag before coming to school. Homework will consist of one reading and one number activity per week along with your weekly spelling practice. 
	English


	Reading and Viewing
Students will be grouped with other students of like needs. They will read fiction and non-fiction texts with a focus on reading strategies to develop confidence, comprehension and fluency in their reading.  Some of these include; chunking sounds to read tricky words, re-reading when it doesn’t make sense, thinking about what the story is about, reading with expression, developing our reading fluency and stopping at full stops and commas.
Students will complete activities that reinforce their understanding of texts by;

· Revising various reading comprehension strategies that will include stating the main idea, differentiating between facts and opinions, comparing and contrasting texts, finding the cause and effect and determining the author’s purpose of a text.


	
	Writing 
Writing sessions will continue to concentrate on the 7 steps of writing. The program will create an engaging classroom where students learn to love writing and become lifelong communicators. We will explore the characteristics of a persuasive text through the 7 steps of writing. Writing sessions will also concentrate on the processes of planning, composing/recording, revising and publishing students’ written work. 

Writer’s Notebook will continue to be a part of the writing program where children are provided with opportunities to develop their writing skills in the different genres.


	
	Speaking & Listening 
Students will have many opportunities to speak in front of others to encourage & increase their confidence. They will be encouraged to put into practice the qualities of what makes an effective speaker & active listener through daily classroom news and sharing sessions.  Students will be provided opportunities to enhance these skills when participating in report presentation and oral language activities. 


	
	Spelling 
Different spelling strategies like Sound, Visual, Meaning, Connecting and Checking will be developed through the weekly study of selected words and spelling patterns. Students will also receive individual spelling words each week to practise at home and are tested each week. 


	Maths


	This term, during Math sessions, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number and Algebra Focus: 

· Multiplication
· Division
· Fractions
	 Measurement and Geometry    

 Focus:

· Area 

· Length
· Symmetry
	Statistics and Probability Focus:

· Probability


	Inquiry

	The topic for inquiry this term will be ‘Healthy bodies and healthy minds’ which is a biology based topic. Students will explore the physical and social changes that occur as children grow older. They will discuss opportunities to promote their own health, safety and wellbeing and also explore actions that help make the classroom a healthy, safe and active place. In Science, the topic is “All mixed up”, a Chemical science unit where the students will be exploring how changing the quantities of materials in a mixture can alter its properties and uses. Students will be learning about these topics through knowledge-based sessions, hands-on investigations and in reading, writing and math sessions.


Kind Regards,

Grade 2 Team 

Nicole Trinh-Miles, Gulden Ozbilgin, Olivia Lukies, Robert Merlino, Angelica Kalousis, Claudia Capuzza and George Kanjirakattu
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