Year 4 Term 3 Overview 2017

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

In Term 3 Year 4 students explore the history and diversity of their community and the celebrations and commemorations, symbols and emblems important to Australians and others. They are introduced to world history and movement of peoples. Beginning with the history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, students examine European exploration and colonisation in Australia and throughout the world up to the early 1800s. Students examine the impact of exploration on other societies, how these societies interacted with newcomers, and how these experiences contributed to their cultural diversity.

The student’s iPads will be used widely throughout the term. In particular, students will be researching early settlement, writing a diary from the perspective of a convict, investigating population growth from early settlement, creating timelines of events and mapping. Please ensure that iPads are charged and at school each day and contain all the Apps as sent out earlier in the year.

In addition to the above, Camp will be conducted in week 2 of term at Campaspe Downs. For those students not attending, a normal school program will be in operation.
Later in the term, there will be an excursion involving all Year 4 students – more information will sent home closer to the date.
	English

	Reading Focus:

Students will continue to be involved in guided reading sessions where they work in small groups at their ability level and focusing on areas of need.

	
	Writing Focus:

Students will be planning, composing, recording, revising & publishing written work in a variety of forms. There will be a focus upon the writing of information text types during the term.

	
	Speaking & Listening Focus:

Students will have many opportunities to speak in front of others, to encourage & increase their confidence. Students will be encouraged to put into practice the qualities of what makes a good speaker & listener. They will share experiences with others and points of view.  Students will engage in oral presentations, with opportunities to verbalise and explain their point of view and offer constructive feedback. 

	
	Spelling and Grammar Focus:

Students will continue to have spelling words based at their ability level for homework each week. 
Strategies & skills will be developed through the study of spelling blends, inquiry unit words, student selected words from their writing and in class focus sessions.

	Maths


	During Mathematics sessions this term, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number Focus:
· Multiplication 
· Division
· Fractions 

· Timetables and division facts
	Measurement & Geometry:
· Shape and Geometric Reasoning 
· Measurement 

· Mapping and Scale

Statistics and probability:
· Language of probability

· Chance experiments

	Science
	 Earth and Space 
The science focus for this term is on Earth and Space. Students will be learning how the Earth’s rotation on its axis causes regular changes, including night and day and how the Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of natural processes and human activity. Students will be involved in a range of hands on activities throughout the term in relation to this.
If possible, it would be fantastic if students could bring a range of small rocks to school to assist in our classification of rock types.


Kind Regards,
Grade 4 Team 

David Luke, Courtney Evans, Diana Torun, Samantha Sacco, Chris Pereira, Louise Atkinson, Marcella Loiacono and Melanie Gratton
