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Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome back to the commencement of term 3. We hope you all had a safe and fun filled break. Please find below an outline of the learning and teaching programs for Term 3.  Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that all students are extended.

We are encouraging all students to bring a bottle of water to school daily and a piece of fruit or vegetable. This will help in maintaining concentration and water levels in the body. 

HOME READING/HOMEWORK
You can help your children understand the importance of nightly reading by encouraging continuous experiences with books, listening to them read every night, asking questions about the story and reminding them to put their reading pack back into their bag before coming to school. Homework will consist of one English and one Math activity per week along with your weekly spelling and counting practice. 
	English


	Reading 

Students will be grouped with other students of like needs. They will read fiction and non-fiction texts with a focus on reading strategies to develop confidence and fluency in their reading.  Some of these include; monitoring their reading and fixing up mistakes, using beginning and end sounds, recalling facts and details, making predictions, inferring, making connections and reading fluently.
Students will complete activities that reinforce their understanding of texts;

· Self-correcting misread words

· Retelling what they have read in their own words 
· Predicting before, during and after reading
· Recalling facts and details from an information text
· Making text to self and text to text connections 

· Re-reading a sentence or piece of text to improve understanding


	
	Writing 
Writing sessions will concentrate on letter formation and the use of punctuation. Characteristics of various genres will be explored via the writing of recounts, information reports, procedures, poetry and imaginative writing. Children are provided with opportunities to develop their writing skills in the different genres with a focus on full stops, capital letters, commas, talking marks, adjectives and adverbs.

	
	Speaking & Listening 
Students will have many opportunities to speak in front of others to encourage & increase their confidence. Students will be encouraged to put into practice the qualities of what makes an effective speaker & active listener through daily classroom news, presenting inquiry projects and sharing sessions. There will be an emphasis on tone & volume, asking questions and retelling stories. Students will also be provided opportunities to enhance these skills when participating in role plays, chants and oral language activities. 

	
	Spelling (Oxford Spelling Words)
Strategies will be developed through the weekly study of selected words and spelling patterns. Students also receive individual spelling words to practise at home and are tested each fortnight on reading and writing them.

	Maths


	This term, during Mathematics sessions, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number Focus:
· Object and number and patterns
· Money
· Fractions and Sharing


	Measurement/Data Focus:
· Mass

· Capacity 
· Location

· Duration of time
	Statistics and Probability
· Probability


	Discovery Learning and Science 

	Our inquiry unit this term will have a strong focus on Biological and Earth and Space science. Our unit ‘Watch Me Move, Breathe and Grow’ encourages students to investigate and explore living and non-living things and what is needed to survive. Our focus will be on dinosaurs and sea creatures. We will attend an excursion to Melbourne Museum to consolidate our learning. Students will participate in a WOW day where they will create a learning environment which reflects our unit. They will be given opportunities to pose questions, make predictions, observe and record changes and reflect upon their understandings. We will focus on developing their ability to work collaboratively in teams, interacting positively with peers, and setting goals and developing plans of action.
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